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Police: MH man uses Taser on little girl 



James 

Smith 


Josh Dooley Baxter Bulletin 
USA TODAY NETWORK 

A heavily intoxicated Mountain 
Home man assaulted an Il-year-old 
girl with a Taser on Monday after¬ 
noon and threatened three other 
children with the device, according 


to a report from the Mountain Home 
Police Department. 

Police were called to the Spring 
Valley Kitchenettes at 4:21 p.m. 
Monday when the mother of the 
child told a dispatcher that 39-year- 
old James Charles Smith had just as¬ 
saulted her daughter. 


When police arrived, the woman 
told them Smith, a neighbor others, 
came to her residence heavily intoxi¬ 
cated, armed with the Taser and up¬ 
set about his divorce. 

Smith put the stun gun up to her 
10-year-old son and pretended to 
use the device on the boy. Smith 


then turned to the woman’s 13-year- 
old son and used the device on the 
teen’s pant leg. 

Smith then turned to the wom¬ 
an’s 11-year-old daughter and trig¬ 
gered the device against the little 

See TASER, Page 6A 


Weaver may 
go to trial in 
daughter’s 
murder case 


Rodeo Court expansion 
to start next month 



A pair of roadblocks bar access to the northern, undeveloped end of Rodeo Court on Tuesday afternoon. The 
City of Mountain Home plans to start work next month on extending the dead-end street and connecting it 
into Rodeo Drive just south of the Mountain Home Junior High School, scott liles/the Baxter bulletin 


Scott Liles Baxter Bulletin | USA TODAY NETWORK 

The City of Mountain Home is expected to begin 
work next month on extending Rodeo Court and con¬ 
necting the dead-end street into Rodeo Drive, Street 
Director Arnold Knox said Tuesday. 

Knox, updating members of the City Council’s 
Street Committee on the city’s road projects, told coun¬ 
cil members that the Street Department had secured 
the necessary easements for the Rodeo Court project. 

Connecting Rodeo Court and Rodeo Drive just south 
of the Mountain Home Junior High School would give 


motorists on Hwy. 5 North and Hwy. 178 access to Hwy. 
62/412 West without forcing them to travel through 
downtown Mountain Home. 

“We feel good about the project, and think that it will 
help the traffic at the Junior High,” Knox said. 

The elongated Rodeo Court would also give motor¬ 
ists on the city’s west side access to the Western Hills 
Subdivision, the West End shopping complex, Arkan¬ 
sas State University-Mountain Home and the Sheid- 
Hopper Bypass without having to travel on Hwy. 62 B. 

See RODEO, Page 4A 


BRMC buys system to lift patients into ambulance 


Billy Jean Louis Baxter Bulletin 
USA TODAY NETWORK 

Reported injuries at Baxter Region¬ 
al Medical Center are identified via the 
hospital’s Wellness and the Workforce 
Safety programs. 

Over the last several years through 
workforce evaluation, the ambulance 
team had several emergency medical 
technicians and paramedics who sus¬ 


tained injuries due to lifting and mov¬ 
ing patients, Gerald Cantrell, ambu¬ 
lance director for BRMC, said. 

To rectify that situation, the hospi¬ 
tal concluded it needed to reduce the 
injuries. So, it purchased a new sys¬ 
tem, Stryker Lift and Load, to load pa¬ 
tients into the ambulance. 

Using trauma grant money, the 
hospital purchased the system for 
$40,000, Chris Fry, an ambulance su¬ 


pervisor for BRMC, said. Stryker Lift 
and Load, a bed system that carries up 
to an 800-pound patient, allows emer¬ 
gency medical technicians and para¬ 
medics to do less manual work when 
lifting patients. 

The hospital primarily bought the 
system to prevent back injuries. Addi¬ 
tionally, it wanted to save money. 


Josh Dooley Baxter Bulletin 
USA TODAY NETWORK 

Anastasia Weaver, mother of mur¬ 
dered toddler Alithia Ivory Boyd, ap¬ 
peared in Marion County Circuit Court 
Wednesday where her at¬ 
torney told presiding 
Judge John Putman the 
case was likely to go to 
trial. 

The judge informed the 
23-year-old Mountain 
Home woman that she 
would be notified when 
court found a set of ap¬ 
propriate dates to hold a jury trial. 

Plea negotiations can continue even 
after a trial has started, so a plea bar¬ 
gain is still possible for Weaver. 

The state, should the case go to trial, 
will have to overcome a tarnished wit¬ 
ness as former Flippin Police Chief 
Ronald “Dusty” Smith was fired from 
his position last year and now faces al¬ 
legations he stole in excess of $63,000 
from the city of Flippin. 

Weaver faces charges of permitting 
child abuse and manslaughter in con¬ 
nection with the death of her almost 
two-year-old daughter, 
who was brutally beaten 
to death by Weaver’s boy¬ 
friend, 25-year-old Cody 
Allen. 

In October of last year, 
Allen took a plea deal and 
was found guilty of first- 
degree murder and sen¬ 
tenced to life in prison. 

The affidavit in Weaver’s case re¬ 
mains sealed by judicial order. The affi¬ 
davit in Allen’s case was unsealed after 
he was convicted of first-degree mur¬ 
der in a plea deal that saw Allen escape 
a potential death penalty had he been 
convicted. 

In Allen’s affidavit, police allege 
Weaver lied to them and did not seek 
help for injuries Alithia suffered two 
days before her daughter suffered a 
second beating at the hands of Allen, 
Weaver’s boyfriend at the time of the 
toddler’s murder. 

Allen was arrested May 3, 2016, by 
Flippin police and Marion County Sher¬ 
iff’s Office personnel in connection 
with the girl’s injuries following an in¬ 
tense, 48-hour investigation. 

On May 1, police began the investiga¬ 
tion into the girl’s injuries after they re¬ 
ceived a call about an unresponsive 

See TRIAL, Page 6A 


See BRMC, Page 3A 
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